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Connecting Research to Practice for Teacher Educators

Classroom Management:

Managing Individual Behavior

Slide 2: Key Personnel

DeAnn Lechtenberger — Principle Investigator

Nora Griffin-Shirley — Project Coordinator

Doug Hamman — Project Evaluator

Tonya Hettler—Business Assistant

Financial Support for  Project IDEAL is provided by the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities, with Federal funds* made available by the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Developmental Disabilities.  *$599,247 (74%) DD funds; $218,725 (26%) non-federal resources.

Label of the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities. 

The views contained herein do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of the funding agency[s].  No official endorsement should be inferred.

Slide 3: Documenting Behavior

· Data collection begins the first day of school as the teacher creates individual folders for all students.  

· A centralized classroom file for each student is very helpful in managing behavior.

· The student files become valuable resources painting a picture about the student, their abilities and behavior.

Slide 4: Documenting Behavior and Interventions

· Unless the teacher tracks behavior and interventions, there is no way to determine which techniques have been effective and others that have not been successful. 

· The teacher may want to create a tracking system to document behavior.  

· Keep the tracking system simple and easy to maintain.  

· Organize the system by class or by individual student depending on the preference of the teacher.

Slide 5: Documenting Behavior and Interventions (cont.)
Teachers might ask themselves the following questions:

· What behaviors have been addressed and what were the results?

· What behaviors continue as a concern?

· What behaviors are to be targeted?

· Are the goals of the plan realistic?

· Is behavior seen by multiple sources?

· Is behavior related to a physical or medical problem?

· Does the student want to change behavior?

· Has an emergency or critical situation occurred?

· Does the teacher have control of the goals, antecedent behavior and consequences? (Martella et al. 2003).

Slide 6: Classroom Behavior Documentation
Table: Behavior Documentation

Student (may identify by name, student number, or initials): MR

Date: 3/26/2008

Behavior: Disrespect to teacher

Expectation Violated: Expectation 1

Consequence: Conference after class

Student (may identify by name, student number, or initials): #18

Date: 4/26/2008

Behavior: Hitting another student

Expectation Violated: Expectation 1

Consequence: Detention after school 4/30/2008 Parent notified through phone call – message on answering machine- no call-back by parent
Slide 7: Individual Behavior Documentation

Table: Individual Student Chart

Student: 

Date: 8/19/2009

Behavior: Using inappropriate behavior

Expectation Violated: Expectation 1

Action or Consequence: Conference and parent phone call-message

Slide 8: Frequency Chart
· It is easier to discuss a problem when teachers can document numbers instead of generalized states of behavior. 

· For example, when a teacher says that a student used inappropriate language eleven times during a school day it may be more definitive than saying that students use inappropriate behavior “a lot”. 

· Including the time of day when most inappropriate behaviors occur can provide insight into medication schedules, class subject, and other factors that affect behavior.

Slide 9: Frequency Chart
Table: Frequency Chart

Student:

Behavior Focus: Off task

Date: 09/22/2008

A. M: III

P. M: IIII

Comments: Student slept, looked outside, talked to others

Behavior Focus: Disrespectful (to teacher)

Date: 09/22/2008

A. M: 

P. M: III

Comments: Called teacher a name, said “Shut up”, refused to follow directions

Slide 10: Caution in Documenting Behavior
One Caution for Teachers:

Being too observant of a student identified as a “behavior problem” while allowing “good” students slide for the same infraction. 

Slide 11: Activity

1. After discussing documentation strategies, create three documentation forms that you would use in your own classroom to document behavior.

2. Share ideas with others in the university classroom and refine forms.

3. Add the documentation forms to the classroom management notebook.
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