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Slide 1
Connecting Research to Practice for Teacher Educators

Classroom Management:

Arranging the Classroom
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Slide 3: Arranging the Classroom

Arranging a positive learning environment should:

·  Meet the needs of the students

·  Meet the philosophy of the teacher

·  Address the content area of the classroom

·  Take into account the age and the developmental needs of the students. 

Slide 4: Arranging the Classroom

· More than the placement of desks, arranging the furniture and desks

· Sets the tone for social interactions

· Establishes administrative philosophies

Slide 5: Classroom Activities

1. What instruction activities will take place in the classroom? Considerations include age of the student, the subject area, learning activities, the physical constraints of the actual classroom, and the furniture. 

2. What materials will students need for instructional activities? Many materials will be shared among students and certain activities will need special arrangements.

3. Does your class have students with special needs?

Slide 6: Classroom Activities (cont.)
4. How much movement is necessary to meet the academic needs of students?

5. Will students need special materials like reference materials or computers?

6. How flexible is the classroom arrangement?  Will it change during the day or the class period or will it remain the same for the entire day? (Evertson and Emmer, 2009).

Slide 7: Keys to Good Classroom Arrangement

· Make classroom arrangement consistent with one's philosophy.

· Keep high-traffic areas free from congestion.

· Insure that students can be seen easily by the teacher.

· Keep frequently used materials and student supplies readily accessible.

· Be certain students can easily see whole-class presentations and displays.

Slide 8: Classroom Arrangement - Activity
1. Review the model classroom designs based on the keys of good room arrangement.  
2. Write comments on each model and share comments with the class.

3. Assign students to groups of four based on grade level or subject area.  Have each group design a classroom based on grade level or subject area based on the keys of good classroom design.

Slide 9: Classroom Arrangement - Activity (cont.)
4. Share classroom designs from groups for critique and suggestions.

5. Review suggestions from other groups.

6. Design a dream classroom that would meet the needs of the students and the teacher.  Using a search engine, search for “Classroom design on-line” to locate a website… 

Slide 9: Classroom Arrangement - Activity (cont.)
7. Encourage creativity and adding components of reading centers, carpet areas, science centers or lab tables, plants, pet areas and other ideas.

8. The evaluation of this activity could include a rubric based on the keys of good classroom arrangement.

9. Include the classroom design in the classroom management notebook.
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