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Disability Categories > Case Studies: “JC”

Student Information

Name: JC

	School/Agency: BIG Elementary 

	Gender: Male
	Grade: 5

	Parent/Guardian Name: Mom & Dad
	Ethnicity: Hispanic

	Primary Language: English
	

	Teacher Name: Mrs. Jones


Reason for Referral

JC is a ten-year-old Hispanic male.  JC is in the 5th grade at BIG Elementary.  

JC’s teachers say he always has a smile on his face but really struggles with any type of reading or writing in class.  JC is failing his academic subjects in the general education classroom.

Health and Developmental History 
JC lives with his mother, father, one brother and one sister.  His siblings are younger so JC helps at home a lot by taking out the trash, cleaning his room and straightening up the living room.  
Educational History 
JC’s favorite subject is P.E. and he loves to play games on his Play Station 2 in his spare time.  
Language Background/Communication Development 
JC has lived in this community his entire life and attends the Spanish Baptist Church. Although JC does not speak Spanish, he understands a little of it.  The main language at home is English.  
Behavioral and Social/Emotional Functioning 
JC is very social and loves to spend time with his friends.  He relates to them as equals.  They all struggle with math, reading and writing.
Classroom Observations

JC is in a special education math and reading class.  JC is excited about math and likes school overall.  He would like to learn to read and complete his multiplication tests better.  JC has science, social studies, art, music and physical education in the general education.

Formal Assessment

Test Analysis:
      1.   Learning Styles Checklist:


Tactile/Kinesthetic:

3




Visual Learning style:

6



Auditory Learning style:
5

2.  Wide Range Achievement Test (Revision 3):

Raw Score

Standard Score
Grade Score

Reading:
22


67


1

Spelling:
19


73


1

Arithmetic:
23


76


2

3. Basic Reading Inventory Performance Booklet (8th Ed.):

Independent Reading Level:
Pre Primer

Instructional Reading Level:
Primer

Frustration Reading Level:
1st grade

4. Learning Disabilities Diagnostic Inventory:

Raw Score
Percentile
Stanine
Listening
80

63

6

Speaking
75

63

6

Reading
56

50

5

Writing
58

55

5

Mathematics
66

70

6

Reasoning
62

77

6

5. Brigance Sight Words:

Age Equivalent:  Grade 1

Test Interpretations:

1. Learning Styles Checklist:  JC appears to be a visual and auditory learner.  He is a very good-natured student.  He enjoys talking with his friends and is good at puzzles.  

2. WRAT - 3:  JC was frustrated easily in this test.  In the future, I would not choose this test for low ability learners because they have to miss ten problems in a row before they can stop.  It was painful to watch JC struggle and his confidence drop.  He even lost his smile until the end of the test.  

3. Basic Reading Inventory:  JC struggled through the reading and retelling of each story.  He has adequate comprehension skills and appeared to understand the story better than he read it.  I would read him the questions and he would figure out what happened in the story through the words I pronounced correctly in the questions I asked. The amount of significant miscues made it difficult for JC to retell the story.  He tried very hard and became embarrassed when he missed something.

4. LDDI:  JC shows evidence of difficulty in every subject.  He obviously has great difficulty in reading and writing which makes all subjects difficult.  JC demonstrates evidence of a possible intrinsic processing disorder in reading and writing.  He also demonstrates evidence of a possible intrinsic processing disorder in listening, speaking, mathematics and reasoning.

5. Brigance Sight Words:  JC reads instructionally on a first grade level.  He always guessed words that were similar in spelling to the original word by two or three letters.  JC reads independently on a primer level.

Summary:

Strengths:




Working with his hands

Art




Solving puzzles


Enjoys talking to other people

Diligent


Happy





Understands spoken language well

Articulation



Story Comprehension when read to

Auditory skills


Weaknesses: 

Slow reader

Difficulty with Abstract concepts

Interchanges words when reading


Organization of ideas

Uses short words frequently

Omits inflectional endings

Spells poorly

Writes in incomplete sentences

Omits punctuation

Cannot call out or decode non words

Based on the information in this case study, brainstorm what questions you might have for his special education teacher to guide you in teaching JC. What strategies would you use with JC in your classroom? Does he need assistive technology? What suggestions could you have for JC’s parents?  How can they help at home? Explain reasons for making your specific recommendations for JC.
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