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INFORMING & DESIGNING EDUCATION FOR ALL LEARNERS






Disability Categories > Activities: “Other Health Impairments”
A student who is eligible to receive special education services because of “Other Health Impairment” may have one of many conditions. 
The Federal Register / Vol. 71, No. 156 / Monday, August 14, 2006 / Rules and Regulations from the Department of Education 34 CFR Parts 300 and 301 Assistance to States for the Education of Children With Disabilities and Preschool Grants for Children With Disabilities; Final Rule states:
Other health impairment means having limited strength, vitality, or alertness, including a heightened alertness to environmental stimuli, that results in limited alertness with respect to the educational environment, that—

(i) Is due to chronic or acute health problems such as asthma, attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, diabetes, epilepsy, a heart condition, hemophilia, lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, sickle cell anemia, and Tourette syndrome; and

(ii) Adversely affects a child’s educational performance. 
Other Health Impairment Activity One: “What is OHI and How Does It Affect Children/Youth and Their Families?”

First, arrange students to work in groups of 2-3 and assign each group a specific health impairment listed in the definition of other health impairment.

Second, assign the groups to explore websites, journal articles, and organizations/agencies that relate to their assigned health impairment topic. Each group will design a 15-30 minute presentation about their topic that will include visuals and handouts that will inform the class about this type of health issue and how it affects students and their families at home, in school, and in their community activities.

This will build an extensive resource book for each student in the class on a variety of health impairments that may affect children/youth who will be in their future classrooms.

Other Health Impairment Activity Two: “What is OHI and How Does It Affect the Classroom Performance of Students?”

Assign the students to 

1. Define  and describe the chronic or acute health problems listed in the “Rules and Regulations” section (i)
2. Describe the aspects of each health condition that might possibly “adversely affects a child’s educational performance.”

3. Describe possible accommodations and/or modifications found in journal articles and websites that students find online or from the library.
Some possible resources for reviewing information on health impairments:
General Health Information

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus
http://www.webmd.com/
Asthma

http://www.lungusa.org/site/pp.asp?c=dvLUK9O0E&b=22782 

http://www.webmd.com/asthma/default.htm 
 
http://www.aafasocal.com/exercise_info.php 
Attention deficit disorder (ADD) or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)
http://mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/publications/allpubs/sma05-4059/   

www.add.org
http:/chadd.org  
www.addwarehouse.org
Diabetes

http://ndep.nih.gov/diabetes/youth/youth_FS.htm
http://diabetes.webmd.com/tc/type-1-diabetes-children-living-with-the-disease-topic-overview 
Epilepsy

epilepsyfoundation.org
http://www.ninds.nih.gov/disorders/epilepsy/detail_epilepsy.htm 

http://www.webmd.com/epilepsy/guide/epilepsy-child-care-index 
Heart condition


http://www.webmd.com/heart-disease/tc/congenital-heart-defects-topic-overview 

http://americanheart.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=43&item=422 

http://www.americanheart.org/presenter.jhtml?identifier=179 
Hemophilia


http://kidshealth.org/parent/medical/heart/hemophilia.html 


http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/understanding-hemophilia-prevention 
Lead poisoning


http://www.cdc.gov/Features/ChildhoodLead/ 


http://children.webmd.com/tc/lead-poisoning-topic-overview 
Leukemia


http://www.cancer.org/docroot/CRI/content/CRI_2_4_4X_Treatment_of_Children_with_Acute_Lymphocytic_Leukemia_24.asp?sitearea= 


http://www.webmd.com/cancer/tc/leukemia-topic-overview 
Nephritis


http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/hypokalemia 
http://www.kidney.org/atoz/atozItem.cfm?id=52 


http://www.niddk.nih.gov 


http://www.ddnc.org 
Rheumatic fever

http://www.mayoclinic.com/print/rheumatic-fever/DS00250/DSECTION=all&METHOD=print 


http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/understanding-rheumatic-fever-basics 
Sickle cell anemia


http://www.marchofdimes.com/professionals/14332_1221.asp 


http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/understanding-anemia-basics 


http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/sickle-cell-disease-what-happens 

Tourette syndrome


http://kidshealth.org/parent/medical/brain/tourette.html 

http://www.webmd.com/brain/tourette-syndrome-overview

http://www.webmd.com/mental-health/tc/tourettes-disorder-topic-overview 
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