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INFORMING & DESIGNING EDUCATION FOR ALL LEARNERS






Speech & Language Disorders Activity One:  Understanding Impaired Communication
 

Both speech and language impairments are communication disorders. Describe how speech impairments might differ from language impairments as students talk, understand, read, and write.

This activity could be completed on an overhead or on the board, as a group discussion. It could also be done as a cooperative learning activity (where there are four large pieces of paper with a line drawn down the middle or eight separate pieces of paper posted around the room, two under the heading of “TALKING”, “UNDERSTANDING”, etc. The students could tour the 4 areas in teams, record their ideas, and add ideas to the lists generated by others. The following are examples that students may identify or the instructor can provide to jumpstart the discussion for this activity:

TALKING 
Speech impairments
· May be apparent in how the student expresses herself or himself during casual and formal conversations

· Frequency of responses 

· Type of responses
· May be apparent in how the student avoids opportunities to participate in casual and formal conversations 

 

Language impairments 
· May be apparent as the student has difficulty in making friends 

· Other students laugh at or mock what the student says

· Others may “fill in the blanks” as the student struggles to find the “right” word

 

UNDERSTANDING
Speech impairments
· May be apparent in how the student expresses herself or himself during casual and formal conversations

· Frequency and type of responses (always smiles, always nods, always looks puzzled) 

· May be apparent in how the student avoids opportunities to participate in casual and formal conversations 
· Never raises hand to answer questions)

 

Language impairments 
· Takes common expressions literally 
· Can’t “hit the hay” because there’s no hay in the room, only a bed

 

READING
Speech impairments
· May be apparent in how the student participates in activities that require oral reading, reporting and responding.

 

Language impairments 
· May be apparent as the student has difficulty in following written and/or spoken directions (When assigned problems 1 through 15 on a certain page, thinks the assignment is for all the problems on pages 1 through 15.)
· May be more apparent as the student has difficulty in determining/locating important information from text

 

WRITING
Speech impairments
· The motor difficulties the student has in speech production may also affect the motor control the student has for writing
 

Language impairments 
· May be more apparent as the student has difficulty in following written directions

· May be more apparent as the student has difficulty in following spoken directions

· May be more apparent as the student has difficulty in determining/locating important information when using a textbook

· May be more apparent as the student has difficulty in expanding ideas or descriptions while writing.

 
Speech & Language Disorders Activity Two:  Identifying Speech Impairments
 

In your own words, define the three types of speech impairments discussed: articulation disorders, fluency disorders, and voice disorders. Give an example for each type of speech impairments and explain how a student might demonstrate that type of speech impairment in the general education classroom. This activity can be done as a pair/share or small group and then reported out to the entire class. 

 

An additional approach to teaching these concepts would be to have the instructor divide students to three home groups to research and define each area of speech impairments. Once this is completed, have students reassigned to be into new groups with a mixture of students from each of the home groups. Give the newly assigned group 10 minutes to “teach” their new group members about the speech impairment that they researched with their original home group.

Here are possible responses instructors should look for from students:

Articulation disorders may be related to limitations in the bones, the muscles or the neuromuscular support that cause the person to make errors in speech sounds, including:

· Omissions: (bo for boat) 

· Substitutions: (wabbit for rabbit) 

· Distortions: (shlip for sip) 

Fluency disorders are demonstrated by hesitations, repetitions, or prolongations of sounds, syllables, words, or phrases. Common fluency disorders include:

· Stuttering: rapid-fire repetitions of consonant or vowel sounds especially at the beginning of words, prolongations, hesitations, interjections, and complete verbal blocks 

· Cluttering: excessively fast and jerky speech 

Voice disorders are usually from disorders of the larynx and are evident by abnormal production and/or absences of vocal quality, pitch, loudness, resonance, and/or duration

 

 

Speech & Language Disorders Activity Three:  Identifying Language Impairments
 

In your own words, define the five basic areas of language impairments: phonological disorders, morphological disorders, semantic disorders, syntactical deficits, and pragmatic difficulties. Give an example for each of the areas of language impairment and how a student might demonstrate that type of language impairment in the general education classroom.

 

Instructors should look for the following kinds of responses from students:

 

Phonological disorders: The student’s conversation or writing may be hard to follow or to understand because not he or she is not saying the sounds correctly. Apraxia of speech is a phonological disorder where the student may want to speak but has difficulty in planning what to say and in planning the motor movements to use.   

 

Morphological disorders: When a student uses nouns, verbs, and adjectives that signal different kinds of meanings, distorting the meaning of what she or he is saying. 

 

Semantic disorders: The student shows limited vocabulary development, and/or inappropriate use of words in reference to the meaning of the expressed idea, and/or inability to comprehend a variety of word meanings. These students will communicate with limited word meanings, show difficulty with multiple word meanings, use nonspecific terms frequently (e.g., “thing”, “stuff”), and make indefinite references (e.g., “that”,” there”).

 

Syntactical deficits: These are most evident as the student struggles with word order in sentences, subject-verb agreement, elaboration of ideas, and using conjunctions (words to connect ideas) in a report or conversation.

 

Pragmatic difficulties: Students may not understand and use language differently in different social situations. They may lack understanding of the rules of conversation such as: looking into the other person’s eyes when speaking, observing and respecting personal space, asking for assistance or specific information, and taking turns while participating in discussions.
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