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Clues for Bingo Game Activity for: Attitudes and Beliefs About Special Education and Students with Disabilities

Attitudes and Beliefs 

According to Richardson (1996) in a seminal review piece, they are defined as a subset of a group of constructs that name, define, and describe the structure and content of mental states that are thought to drive a person’s actions.
IDEA 
It, according to Gorn (1997), is a federal funding statute that provides financial aid to states in their efforts to ensure adequate and appropriate services for children with special needs.  In order to qualify for special education and related services under it, a student must satisfy both parts of a two-part test.  First, the student must meet the definition of one or more categories of disability delineated under this legislation.  Second, the student must be shown to be in need of special education and related services as a result of his or her disability or disabilities.
IEP 

This acronym is, perhaps, among the most important in special education.  While there is no federally mandated format (Gorn, 1997), it is considered to be the cornerstone of special education (Tomey, 1995).  It serves as the blueprint for each child’s specialized instruction within the parameters of services agreed upon by team members (Conderman & Campton, 1992).  It must be in effect at the onset of the school year and describe the special education and related services specifically designed to meet the unique educational needs of a student with special needs.  
Mainstreaming
Effort to move children with special needs out of the special education classroom into the regular education classroom to the maximum extent possible.  In the past, it referred to placing students with special needs into the regular education setting for non-academic periods (e.g., lunch).
Inclusion 

It refers to a movement to educate all students in their neighborhood schools and in regular education classrooms.  It can also refer to an effort to educate all students, even those with severe disabilities, in regular education classrooms.  It is grounded in the premise that students with special needs attend the school that they would otherwise attend if not disabled.
Prospective Teachers

In the United States, they are predominantly women who are of Euro-American dissent, from the middle class, and, from rural or suburban communities.  They are reported to have a “narrow framework of experience” (Paine, 1989) and an “unrealistic optimism” (Weinstein, 1989; Pajares, 1993).  They have generally been characterized as being “culturally insular” (Zimpher, 1989; Feiman-Nemser & Remillard, 1995, 1996) and as homogenous (Grant & Secada, 1993).  
Public School Student Population

By the year 2016, according to the NCES (2008), it is anticipated to be 53.3 million.
Section 504

It is a broad civil rights law, which protects the rights of individuals with disabilities in programs and activities that receive federal financial assistance from the United States Department of Education.  It defines a person with a disability as anyone who: (1) has a mental or physical impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activity (such as caring for one’s self, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning and working); (2) has a record of such impairment; or (3) is regarded as having such an impairment.  It bears mention that a student who is eligible under IDEA will always meet the definition of eligibility under this broad civil rights law (but the inverse is not the case) (Gorn, 1997).  

Students with Special Needs

Currently, as noted by Arends (2008), 47% of these individuals spend 80% or more of their day in general education classroom settings.  In addition, in the 2004-2005 school year, over 5.9 million had IEPs which constitutes almost 14% of the public school population (NCES, 2008).  
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Note:  for additional resources, please see the complete reference list that accompanies the module.
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