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Parent Involvement Activities
 Activity One – Early Childhood Intervention focus

Call your local Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) office and ask to speak to the employee who is responsible for community outreach.   Ask if you may shadow one of the Educational Instructional Specialists (EIS) one day when they are seeing children in their homes or in their daycare centers.  The ECI office may require that you complete a fast, online criminal background check to be allowed to ride along and observe the children as they complete their therapies and activities with the Instructional Specialists.

Envision each child you see as a learner in your classroom in a few years.  Please carefully observe each child as they explore their environment or engage in directed activities using whatever range of abilities they possess.  At the end of your day of “shadowing” choose one child to have as your subject about which you will write.

Write a short essay about “your” child that tells:

1. The child’s level of functioning.  You are not required to know and/or name the diagnosis, just use your own knowledge of young children and record what the child showed you they were able to do.  

2. The degree to which they interacted with their caregiver.

3. The child’s disposition (e.g.,  happy, tired, engaged, curious) and reasons/observations to support your comments 

4. How someone else in the room reacted to the child.  Did adults appear to be happy to be working or playing with the child?  Did the child have siblings in the room that seemed to encourage him or her?  Finally, put yourself in the place of the parents for a few minutes and consider your hopes and dreams for “your” child.  Record three things you hope your child will get out of life.

Activity Two – Parent Organizations

Consult a directory (e.g., 211 Directory; Directory of Community Resources in Texas) and find a parent group for a population with a disability of interest to you.  If you do not have one in mind, ask your instructor/professor to direct you to a group to consider or consult the pages for specific disabilities in other areas of this website.  Call the contact named for the group you choose and ask to attend the next group meeting to observe.  Tell the contact person you are working on being a better educator to people with disabilities.  At the meeting, make note of the following factors:

1. How many people are in attendance?  Count everyone including community members who do not appear to have a person with a disability person accompanying them.

2. Estimate how many children with disabilities are preschool children and how many are in K - 12.  Also estimate the number of people who are Anytown High School who appear to have a special need.  Just do the best you can to estimate the number.  (No Interviewing Allowed)

3. Record your impression of the mood of most of the people.  Is this a social time for them?  A time to do business? A time to learn something new?  Something else altogether?

4. Does the organization have a fun and/or entertaining way to keep the younger group members occupied?  Are there an adequate number of caregivers?

5. Summarize your impression by recording what you believe was accomplished.  A good time was had by all, or they discussed the budget for the coming year, or the speaker encouraged and educated the members, etc.  

6. Think about how attending the meeting and observing the children and their parents may affect the way you interact with children who have specials needs and their parents as they are a part of your classroom.  Record your thoughts as to whether attending the meeting changed you at all.

Activity Three – Community Awareness Organizations
Attend community event to benefit a group of people with disabilities.  Check your community calendar for a Muscular Dystrophy Walk, a Buddy Walk (to benefit Down syndrome), a Special Olympics team event or an Autism Awareness Walk.  Some communities hold day long fundraisers for the Special Olympics chapter.

Attend the event and go to the volunteer tent/table if one is present.  Sign up to volunteer for the day.  You will be in an excellent position to observe.

As you observe, take note of:

1. How many community members are present?  A “community member” can be defined as a person who appears to be affiliated with a service club or group not directly related to a group of people with a disability.

2. How many people with disabilities are “in charge” of part of the event.  A person who is in charge may be assisting with volunteer sign in or directing guests to their desired location.  They may be the event announcer of the walk leader.  People who have disabilities want to serve, too.  Be on the “lookout” for people with disabilities who are serving others at the event.  

3. Engage people in conversation.  How many different roles can you identify?  Is the participant you are talking to a neighbor, teacher, pastor, caregiver, parent, sibling or completely unrelated to a person with a disability?

Compose a one page paper that relates your impression of the day, the degree of community involvement and what the community was working to achieve.
Activity Four – Identifying Solutions for Parental Concerns
The parent focus group(s) described in this module were held to identify parent concerns and possible solutions that have worked for their children. Below you will find a chart (Problem and Solution Summary Chart), then a more complete description of each problem (Parent Narratives of Problems and Solutions) with responses from the parents in each focus group. You will find that each Problem Statement that is numbered to match a more detailed Parent Narratives of Problems and Solutions that further explains the parent’s exact response to the issue.  Once you have reviewed these two sections of this module, complete the following exercise:

· After you have reviewed the information in the Problem and Solution Summary Chart and the Parent Narratives, you may find that you agree with many of the solutions. Identify five of the “Problem Statements and Solutions” that you felt were most important for teachers to know and give a description of why you feel these five particular scenarios are important for you, as a teacher, to learn about. Also, address why you think these items were important to parents and how you as the teacher would involve parents of your students in addressing these items. Copy the following chart and use it to record your responses.
Priority Parent Concerns for Teachers to Understand
	Problem Statements from Parents
	Impact on Teachers
	Impact on Parent Partnerships

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	

	5.
	
	


Activity Four – Identifying Solutions for Parental Concerns

· After you have reviewed the information in the Problem and Solution Summary Chart and the Parent Narratives, you may find that you agree with many of the solutions. However, there are probably some of the solutions with which you may not agree. Select three problems described by the parents where you have another idea of a good solution for the problem. In the chart below write the problem number, problem statement, and your solution, along with a statement of why you would address this issue differently.
Parental Concerns Additional Solutions
	Problem #
	Problem Statement
	My Solution
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