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Slide 3: Why RTI?
“A Nation at Risk,” a report created from a study about American education, states:

 “Part of what is at risk is the promise first made on this continent: All, regardless of race or class or economic status, are entitled to a fair chance and to the tools for developing their individual powers of mind and spirit to the utmost. This promise means that all children by virtue of their own efforts, competently guided, can hope to attain the mature and informed judgment needed to secure gainful employment, and to manage their own lives, thereby serving not only their own interests but also the progress of society itself. “

(U.S. Dept. of Ed., 1983)

Slide 3: Notes

“A Nation at Risk,” a report created from a study about American education, states:

”Part of what is at risk is the promise first made on this continent: All, regardless of race or class or economic status, are entitled to a fair chance and to the tools for developing their individual powers of mind and spirit to the utmost. This promise means that all children by virtue of their own efforts, competently guided, can hope to attain the mature and informed judgment needed to secure gainful employment, and to manage their own lives, thereby serving not only their own interests but also the progress of society itself. “

U.S. Dept. of Ed., 1983 retrieved from http://ww2.ed.gov/pubs/NatAtRisk/risk.html  
Slide 4: Merriam Webster Definitions

· Response

· The act of responding 
· Something constituting a reply or reaction
· Intervention

· To come in or between by way of hindrance or modification
· To interfere with the outcome or course of a condition or process (as to prevent harm or improve functioning)
Slide 4 Notes:

What does response to intervention mean?  According to Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary response means to react or reply to something. Intervention means to come between by modifying or interfering with an outcome, to prevent harm or improve functioning. Response to Intervention allows us to help at-risk students in a way that indentifies and targets the specific problem. 

Slide 5: What is RTI?

· An initiative for general education required by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

· A data-based, systematic method for recognizing, characterizing, and resolving the difficulties of struggling learners. 

· An examination of the relationship between an intervention for an academic or behavior issue and the response a student shows during the intervention to insure progress.

Slide 5 Notes:

When students struggle in the classroom teachers react and intervene with student difficulty in order to improve their outcome behaviorally and/or academically. The goal for all educators is to help students develop necessary skills for a successful future. RTI is an approach. When carried out consistently, RTI can help specify areas that need more support thus preventing failure.

Slide 6: The Importance of RTI
· Addresses over-identification and under-identification of students who are at risk for academic failure.

· Merges general and special education in a way that improves instruction for all students.

· Promotes education for all students.

Slide 6 Notes:

Research tells us that there is a disproportionate rate of student identified as learning disabled. Of those students,  a substantial amount of students that did not meet the requirements and are still failing. RTI addresses the overidentification and underidentification for students at-risk of academic failure. There is no longer the student that does not meet criteria for special education as a learning disabled student because of a discrepancy in achievement scores and intellectual scores. 

Slide 7: RTI: An Old Hat

· Teachers have used targeted methods of instruction to help individual students.

AND

· Schools have reported on student progress at regular intervals.

What makes RTI different?
The system of making educational decisions 

based on evidence… student data.

Slide 7 Notes:

Pieces of the RTI concept have been used for years. Schools have been reporting student progress at regular intervals for years. Teachers have used targeted methods of instruction to help student who have difficulty. The difference today is that the procedures are data driven to determine whether interventions are working and progress is being made by those students. Methods are being used that have been previously proven to increase mastery of skills. In the current form of RTI, alternative instructional methods based on an individual’s assessment are used before a referral to special education is made.

Slide 8: RTI: A New Approach?

· Use of Research-based interventions.

· Utilization systematic decision-making to use interventions prior to referral to special education.

· Implementation of consistent procedures to collect and report student data to document student progress.

Slide 8 Notes:
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Slide 9: Reshaping Standards
· No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)

· Requires teachers to use research-based instructional practices.

· Applies to all students.

· Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA, 2004)

· Extends data collection by requiring teachers to use scientific methods.

· Applies to students having difficulties in general curriculum regarding specific learning disabilities.

Slide 9 Notes:

National Center for Education Statistics, in 2004, found that the majority of students are learning disabled. Most of learning disabled students have reading problems. Suggestion: Meet needs of students with reading problems.

There is a growing concern that too many students end up in special education. Special education has often been seen as the only source of additional instruction and support. Gains in special education are limited because students are learning at lower grade levels and at a slower pace than the general education classroom. Children that leave their general education classroom to attend special education classes lose time in the regular classroom and simply can not catch up to the rate of their peers. Although there are exceptions, most children receive more benefit from the general education classroom rather than the special education classroom academically.

Slide 10: RTI and NCLB
· Reauthorization of Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) passed in 1965

· Original goal:  to increase performance of at-risk and students in poverty

· 2001 reauthorization is a specific update with heavy emphasis on evidence-based practices

Slide 10 Notes:
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Slide 11: RTI and NCLB, cont.

· Requirements for programs to be funded under NCLB is evidence of effectiveness

· Data collection is important to continued funding

· Requirements for states to monitor student progress during implementation of programs to determine effectiveness

· “activities must be based on a review of scientifically based research that shows how such interventions are expected to improve student achievement.” (US Dept. of Education, 2002b, p.53)

Slide 11 Notes:

Legislation has impacted our views on RTI and brought the method to our attention. The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) passed in 2001 requires teachers to use research based instructional practices for all students. Schools must give evidence of their effectiveness promoting data collection, in order to be funded under NCLB. 

Slide 12: NCLB Reading Improvement Programs

· Five critical areas for reading were identified in Reading First/Early Reading First programs

· Phonemic awareness

· Phonics

· Vocabulary

· Fluency

· Reading comprehension

Slide 12 Notes:

RTI is a preventative concept on multiple levels.  National Educational Policy requires states to develop programs based on evidence from scientific studies. Early interventions have been government funded through Head Start and Even Start programs since 1979.  These programs provide and create activities to help develop reading readiness for students who qualify for the program.  More recent programs, provided when The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 created the Reading First (RF) and Early Reading First (ERF) program to improve teacher practices, instructional content, and the classroom environments in schools.  These programs have been created to help struggling young children learn the skills needed for academic success.  Government funding is also available for before and after school programs that prepare students to increase their skills levels.  Continued funding occurs when schools submit evidence of research-based practices that  used to teach and assess student skills in the following  five areas including phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency and reading comprehension. Schools must show the effectiveness of these programs.

Slide 13: RTI Components in IDEA 2004

· RTI language

· Use of scientifically based reading instruction

· Evaluation of how students respond to intervention

· Emphasis on data for decision making

· No IQ scores

· No requirement for math or writing instruction

· RTI data

· How the student responds to good instruction

· Drives decisions about student’s progress

Slide 13 Notes:

The Individuals with Disabilities Educational Improvement Act (IDEA 2004) requires teachers to used scientific methods of instruction and extends data collection for struggling learners in the area of reading. Monitoring must be done to evaluate the response to the intervention. IDEA 2004 required that these responses be used when evaluating a student for a learning disability and stated that evaluators must no longer use IQ and achievement discrepancies but instead look at the progress made in with proven methods of instruction.

Slide 14: Features of RTI

· Tier design

· Continuous progress monitoring

· Targeted subject areas

· School levels

· Professional development

· Facilitation

Slide 14 Notes:

1. RTI promotes education for all students. 

2. RTI is prevention driven. 

3. RTI is built on a tiered model.

4. RTI can be used in all subjects for all levels of students.

5. Progress must be monitored consistently and frequently.

At the 1st Tier RTI tries to prevent problems from existing. The 2nd Tier intervenes at the first sign of a problem. The 3rd Tier attempts to reduce effects of the problem and return students to previous tiers if possible. RTI programs in effect can have as many as five tiers. Fuchs and Fuchs (2006) suggest that effective programs have no more than 3 tiers.

Slide 15: Tier 1

80-90% of students
· Preventative 

· Proactive 

· School-Wide 

· General Ed Class 

Picture of triangle divided into three sections.  First and second sections are blank.  Bottom section reads: Tier 1: General Instruction and Assessment
Slide 15 Notes:

Tier 1 begins with the general education classroom. Specialized instruction and assessment is included in Tier 1 along with supplementary instruction and assessment.  In this tier, each student is assessed, using universal screening. Most students, generally 80-90% will remain on Tier 1, in the general education classroom.

Slide 16: RTI and General Education

· Greater achievement in the general curriculum

· Fewer labels placed on children

· RTI activities begin and end in general education

· Supportive path for students with different learning needs

· Teachers will be trained in RTI methods and data analysis

Slide 16 Notes:

Every teacher needs training in RTI so that students can benefit from the process. The intention of RTI is that few labels will be placed on children and more children will continue successfully in the regular classroom. RTI is a preventative method to support children with various learning styles and needs. 

Slide 17: Tier 2

5-10% of students
· At-risk students 

· High efficiency 

· Rapid Response 

· Small group academic intervention in addition to instruction in general education classroom 
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Slide 17 Notes:

Blank

Slide 18: Tier 3

1-5% of students

· Few students 

· Individual attention 

· Intensive intervention 

· Assessment-based 

· Longer duration than Tier 2 

· May lead to decisions about special education eligibility 
Picture of triangle divided into three sections.  Second and third sections are blank.  Top section reads: Tier 3: Specialized Instruction and Assessment
Slide 18 Notes:

In this training we will consider Tier 3 as the final tier. The final tier is generally up to 5% of the population. Individual intensive interventions are used in this tier. A special education referral may or may not be part of Tier 3. When students do not respond to interventions at Tier 2 they move to Tier 3. In Tier 3 a student can make good progress and move down to Tier 2. If adequate progress is not made the student will be referred to special education for further evaluation. RTI identified students in need of supplemental instruction, not necessarily students with disabilities. Special education professionals should support teachers through all levels of instruction when working with students at-risk for failure.

Slide 19: Goal of RTI

Through the use of effective instruction, data recording, and progress monitoring, RTI will provide research-based intervention that leads to student achievement and less need for special education. 

Slide 19 Notes:

Utilizing effective instruction, data recording and progress monitoring, the goal of RTI is to provide intervention that leads to student progress and less need for special education.

What do we mean by effective instruction? Quality instruction that will lead to student achievement. Continuous monitoring and recording data is needed to make appropriate decisions for the student and continous adjustments when and where needed.
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