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Slide 1: Connecting Research to Practice
for Teacher Educators

Response to Intervention: Tier 1

Slide Notes:

What is Tier 1? In the Response to Intervention approach, Tier 1 is the universal level. The curriculum that is taught in the in the general education classroom is considered Tier 1 instruction. 

Slide 2: Personnel

DeAnn Lechtenberger — Principle Investigator

Nora Griffin-Shirley — Project Coordinator

Doug Hamman — Project Evaluator

Tonya Hettler—Grant Manager

Financial Support for  Project IDEAL is provided by the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities, with Federal funds* made available by the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Developmental Disabilities.  *$599,247 (74%) DD funds; $218,725 (26%) non-federal resources.

The views contained herein do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of the funding agency[s].  No official endorsement should be inferred.

Slide 3: Tier 1
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Slide Notes:

In Tier 1 generally 80-90% of the population will respond to appropriate instructional strategies. Universal screening is completed in the general education classroom. Assessments will generally occur three to four times per school year during this Tier. Core programs are implemented and universal interventions are used on all students during this Tier of RTI. All teachers at every grade level need to have scientifically based instructional materials that they use systematically with all students.

Slide 4: The Learning Environment

· Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

· Differentiated Learning

· Classroom Strategies

Slide Notes:

In Tier 1 the tone of the learning environment must be set by the teacher. The Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a curriculum based on strategies to get student motivated, interested and involved. Teachers must understand that there are many ways to reach and teach students. When a teacher limits his/her strategies, they limit what the student can do. Every student learns differently and to teach in one manner all the time can hurt their mastery of skills. Curriculum and instruction must be differentiated to meet the needs of all learners with various learning styles.

Slide 5: What is UDL?

· Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

· Multiple methods of giving learners a variety of ways to gain knowledge (demonstrations, lecture, technology, simulations, speakers)

· Multiple outlets of expression for learners demonstrate what they know (written, oral, graphic, kinesthetic)

· Multiple means of engaging learner interest for motivation to learn (student choice, cooperative learning, active learning)

Slide Notes:

A framework for enhancing the educational atmosphere can be created using the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) (Danielson, Doolittle & Bradley, 2005). The UDL includes a curriculum that provides numerous methods to expand their comprehension of information including demonstrations, lecture, technology, simulations and speakers. The UDL also allows various ways of demonstrating the comprehension of that knowledge through writing as well as oral, graphic and kinesthetic representations. Student choices, cooperative learning and active learning are ways UDL motivates and engages learners (Danielson, Doolittle & Bradley, 2005).

Slide 6: Key Features of Instruction

· Content

· Delivery

· Pace

· Responses

· Assessment

Slide Notes:

Effective instruction, utilizing empirically based practices or programs is key to preventing failure and to ensure that  the majority of students are learning in Tier 1. A variety of factors must be considered and implemented for effective instruction to take place.

Slide 7: Effective Content Practices

· Curriculum Alignment
· Match the content to the larger curriculum or program of study (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills--TEKS).
· Building Blocks
· Sequence individual lessons in an order that allows new information to build on prior learning.

Slide Notes:

Content will be defined as the material that is taught in the classroom. Material taught in the classroom should be aligned to a larger curriculum and in Texas this will be the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Lessons should be sequenced in a way that builds on prior learning and experience. 

Slide 8: Effective Instructional Delivery Practices

· Details

· Give students a direct and explicit description of the information to be learned

· Practice

· Give students frequent opportunities to rehearse each fact many times

· Delivery

· Students need continuous exposure to the learning material

Slide Notes:

Methods used to teach the content should be varied to accommodate multiple modes of learners. Visual, auditory and kinesthetic information should be delivered in various methods such as; lectures, discussions, whole-groups, small-groups , for example to allow students to be engaged in the learning process. 

Slide 9: Effective Instructional Pace Practices

· Abundance

· Students need repeated practice when learning new materials during early learning stages.

· Review

· Previously learned knowledge and skills should be reviewed in regular intervals

Slide Notes:

For information to be relevant for students the pace plays an important role in delivery of the content.  High quality lessons follow the “Goldilocks” principle which is not too fast, not too slow, but “just right”.  

Slide 10: Effective Instructional Response Practices

· Positive Supports

· Verbal praise or specific reinforcers are given for correct student responses

· Feedback

· Immediate feedback is needed for incorrect student responses during the lesson

· Immediate rehearsal of the correct response should follow the feedback

Slide 11: Implementing Evidence-Based Methods

Every teacher needs to have research-based instructional materials that they use with all students consistently.  

Slide 12: Selecting Effective Teaching Tools
· Professional development

· Field research

· Expert consultation

Slide Notes:

Professionals need help choosing high-quality evidence-based instruction. Where can you find that help? During professional development conferences, workshops or webinars. By reading field research in well-known peer-reviewed journals or by hiring expert consultants to help find appropriate instructional materials for the classroom. Once a curriculum has been chosen the fidelity of the implementation should be checked using an implementation checklist or peer reviews. Are you following the curriculum exactly as it is meant to be or do you skip a few things because you don’t feel they are important or necessary? You may be causing problems in the progress of your students. Check to make sure you are implementing the program correctly.

Slide 13: What Constitutes Evidence?
An intervention evaluated with sound experimental designs that result in socially significant behavior change constitutes evidence. 

Slide Notes:

Socially significant behavior changes constitutes evidence. Before you choose a specific intervention you want to make sure it is a sound experimental design and the study gives evidence that the intervention works. Teachers must be curriculum specialists in their areas and use interventions that are proven to improve student performance.

Slide 14: Caution

· While a study may be internally valid, it may lack external validity, the ability to be generalized.

Ask:

· To what body of students is this particular intervention best applied?

· Are the study’s findings relevant outside the confines of the experiment?

Slide Notes:
All interventions are not appropriate for all individuals.  Teachers need to read published studies on teaching strategies or interventions with a critical eye. Professionals in education must determine whether or not the researchers used sound methodology and also whether or not the procedures are applicable to their individual students, classroom or overall population of students.

Slide 15: Universal Assessment

· Generic Curriculum-based Materials

· Examples of published CBM Materials

· AIMSweb 

· DIBELS

· Sopris West

Slide Notes:
Universal screening is the groundwork for RTI in the first Tier. Collect data on every student to learn which students need help. Suggested time frames for benchmarks are once in the Fall, once in the Winter and once in the Spring. Create your own Curriculum Based Measurement (CBM) materials. There are many companies that have published CBM materials or will help develop your own in a matter of minutes. Many times Curriculum Based Measurement is used for academic screening. CBM is tied into the school’s curriculum and is easily administered.

Slide 16: Review Data

· Universal Screening 

· Report Cards 

· Achievement Test Results 

· Informal Assessments 

· Teacher/Parent/Student Rating Scales

· Classroom work samples

Slide Notes:
At this point 10-20% of the students are not responding to the general curriculum and instruction. A review must be done by the teacher to determine whether more targeted intervention is needed outside the general classroom. Formal and informal information should be gathered by the teacher so that the RTI team can make appropriate decisions based on the needs of the student. Intervention can be implemented at this stage and molded to fit the needs of the student in the area of weakness.

Slide 17: Review Data
· Curriculum based measurement

· Screening data

· Classroom observation

· Behavioral logs

· Disciplinary referrals

· Attendance data

Slide 18: The RTI Committee
· Reviews information brought by the teacher

· Brainstorms strategies

· Teacher implements strategies

Slide Notes:
The RTI committee is a team of professionals that help the classroom teacher make decisions based on the data collected and recorded in the classroom. The RTI committee studies the data and decides on interventions the teacher can make in the general classroom that are specific to the student’s particular weakness. The nature of the goals of intervention should vary with each student’s unique characteristics.

Slide 19: RTI Procedures

· RTI procedures consist of the assessment of student progress toward definite goals or benchmarks, and adjusting instruction to advance the target skill.

Slide Notes:
When student fail to respond to the research based curriculum given in Tier 1 they are referred to the RTI committee or student support team. The team reviews benchmarks, report cards, student work, and other evidence that could indicate a need for supplemental instruction. The RTI team will then give the teachers ideas to implement in the classroom that are empirically based or refer the student to Tier 2 instruction.

Slide 20: RTI Procedures

· Implement

· Collect data

· Identify

· Provide

· Monitor

· Review, revise or discontinue

· Evaluate

Slide Notes:
We are consistently implementing research based curriculum beginning in Tier 1. Educators are collecting data on each student and identifying specific strengths and weaknesses. After we identify a student’s strengths and weaknesses we provide supplemental support in addition to their regular curriculum and monitor the progress. Monitoring progress allows teachers to collect data that will allow us to make more appropriate decisions. Do we need to revise the current method instruction or discontinue a specific strategy we are using. We evaluate the students performance using the data collected to help decide if they need higher levels of support or remain in their current program.

Slide 21: The Connection of RTI

· All students will obtain an education

· Systematic identification of student strengths and weaknesses

· Data-driven decisions

· Individualized instruction and intervention

Slide Notes:
During Tier 1 the RTI focus remains constant: All students will obtain a quality education.  Teachers will systematically identify student strengths and weaknesses through concrete data collected.  RTI has a common goal for all children. That goal is to learn. RTI connects and celebrates individuality creating a unified proactive, preventative approach to reach that goal (Brown-Chidsey & Steege, 2007).

Slide 22: Contact Information

DeAnn Lechtenberger, Ph.D.

Principle Investigator

deann.lechtenberger@ttu.edu

Tonya Hettler, Grant Manager

tonya.hettler@ttu.edu

Webpage: www.projectidealonline.org 

Phone: (806) 742-1997, ext. 302
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